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COMMENTS:

The topic of the Dissertation

This dissertation addresses the potential for a drama-based approach to EFL teaching. The author points out that drama-based teaching is an area which has been under-exploited in the classroom and EFL research and one that offers a potential solution to the problem of ‘disengagement’ by students in EFL classrooms. Disengagement refers to the lack of physical and emotional engagement in such everyday classroom tasks as pair-work in oral communication activities. A drama-based approach which underlines the multimodal nature of face-to-face communication and therefore includes attention to things like posture, gesture and eye-contact is proposed as a way to promote communicative engagement. The dissertation reports on a project in which parallel classes of Korean university students were taught using (1) a drama-based method and (2) a more conventional method. The classes were extra-curricular classes of volunteers recruited and taught by the author specifically for this project. In order to evaluate the effects of this teaching all sessions were video recorded. Written material was also collected from the drama-based group. The analysis focuses on a multimodal analysis of engagement features using a system of categorisation developed during the project. Narrative structure and metaphor are also central features of the analysis. Based on a quantitative analysis of these features, the author highlights improvements in the drama-based group which support the usefulness of drama-based teaching.
Assessment of the methodology, argumentation, use of previous literature, 

usefulness of conclusions

The study described in this dissertation takes a conventional approach to evaluating a classroom methodology with some interesting innovations. The drama-based class is evaluated in comparison with a non-drama approach which represents a kind of ‘control’ for the project. It also includes pre and post observation. However, rather than focusing on a test or questionnaire the author reports on a detailed multimodal analysis of the video recordings. As the author points out many studies of drama-based teaching have been of a qualitative nature but this study is made quantitative by counting the tokens of multimodal features observed in the recordings. The system for doing this is necessarily exploratory but appears to offer potential for development. Another interesting addition to the project is the focus on narrative and metaphor which the author convincingly argues as being integral to the benefits of drama-based teaching. 
   The overall argument for drama-based teaching is cogently argued both as an area in need of further research and one likely to offer benefits to EFL learners such as those taught by the author in Korea. In particular, it seems well suited to overcoming the problem of disengagement and the project described here provides some evidence to support this. The conclusions, while acknowledging obvious limitations due to the scale of the project, would be useful to EFL teachers interested in using a drama-based approach or seeking to make learners more engaged during classroom activities to prepare them for using English in the outside world. Accordingly, the content of this dissertation would be well worth revising to submit to a relevant journal. The dissertation makes reference to a wide range of references of general relevance to the project.
Assessment of the organisation and presentation of the dissertation

The dissertation is very well organised in terms of content, argument and layout. Both the Korean situation and the project are described clearly. The use of tables, diagrams and photographic stills from the video support the data and arguments effectively. The material included in the appendices indicate the detailed work that has gone into this project and provide background information that would be of interest to readers considering undertaking a similar project. The front-matter provides a clear overview of the project although I think tables and figures should have been listed separately. Overall, the presentation is of a very high standard indeed.
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